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N OT for a single day did they cease to teach and 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in the temple, and 
at home; the forty-second verse of the fifth chap- 
ter of the Acts of the Apostles (Moffat’s trans- 
lation ). 


T ere is a Babylonian tablet five thousand years 
old which reads, “Ah, times are not what they 
were. Children no longer obey their parents.” This 
is an old problem. Perhaps it is true of every genera- 
tion. Yet the fact remains that the most serious 
single danger threatening our civilization is the de- 
terioration of family life and the breakdown of the 
home. 


If we need awakening to the gravity of the situa- 
tion, we might recall that in the opinion of Gibbon, 
the historian, it was not the forces without, but the 
disintegration of family life within the home that 
brought about the downfall of the Roman Empire. 
At the present time Toynbee is telling us that four- 
teen out of the twenty-one civilizations which this 
planet has known, have disappeared from the face 
of the earth. We cannot escape the lesson of history, 
and we had better read the handwriting on the wall 
before it is too late, lest our civilization go the way 
of others. 


The spiritual health and welfare of the nation 
and the world depends not on scientific progress or 
material achievement but on the stability of the 
home, which is the basic unit of our human society. 


Today there are many undermining influences 
at work that make the restoration of the home, and 
the recovery of family life extremely difficult. For 
example, there is the disintegrating influence of much 
popular entertainment. There is a large output of 
unworthy literature which emphasizes shallow ro- 
mance and glamor, and ignores the beauty, and pain, 
and splendor which makes a true family and a real 
home. 


There is the false scale of values which subtly 
persuades a mother to go out of her home in order 
to increase the family income—often to buy non- 
essentials and new devices—which social standing in 
her particular community requires. These are a poor 
substitute for the true values so necessary for a home 
to be a “haven of blessing and of peace.” Material 
things do not take the place of the love and under- 
standing which children need with a terrible urgency. 
When they come home and the mother is not there, 
they are deprived of a sense of security. 


Furthermore, the over-emphasis on independ- 
ence and individual rights, together with the distrac- 


tions of modern living, make the home—in many in- 
stances—merely a convenient place to eat and sleep, 
and little more. In numerous homes few are the 
meals the family eats together, and rare are the occa- 
sions for conference and interchange of thoughts. 


There was a time when the home was the cen- 
ter of common interests; where the concerns of one 
were the concern of all; where the joys of one were 
gladly shared; where the troubles of one were cheer- 
fully regarded as the burdens of all. 


But the most serious threat to the home and 
family life is the alarming increase in divorce. In our 
country one marriage in four ends in failure. What a 
tragic picture this figure represents. Divorce as noth- 
ing else can, destroys the security of home life. Di- 
vorce means broken relationships; it means unhappy, 
broken children who become unstable, undisciplined, 
insecure men and women. It is a fact that the chief 
cause of juvenile delinquency is the broken home, 
the divided family. When the solemn promises of 
marriage and the obligations of parenthood are re 
garded lightly, the social, spiritual, and moral health 
of the nation declines. 


The Christian church has many battles to win, 
but the most decisive of all is the fight for the Chris 
tian family. What can be done to win this significant 


victory? One thing we can do, determine to pattern 
our own home, and seek to have all the homes in the 
land patterned, on the home in Nazareth. 


Consider that home for a moment! It was a 
simple home. We commonly suppose that the pos- 
session of material things is an essential factor in the 
creation of a happy home. But when we look back 
at Nazareth we find no evidence of any comforts. 
The most important, the most valued possession in 
that home was—faith in God! 


The young child was taught religion by Mary 
and by Joseph. As a boy Jesus came to know the 
Bible; its truth, its wisdom, its poetry. He knew the 
great personalities of His ancient nation. He knew 
how the prophets had spoken out passionately and 
fearlessly against social and economic injustices, in- 
equities, and iniquities. Early He saw how the pur- 
pose of God was revealed through the drama of 
human history. In Nazareth Jesus was taught the 
Bible. 


In a home where faith in God is a valued pos- 
session, prayer occupies a central place. Jesus learned 
to pray at His mother’s knee. Prayer became the cli- 
mate of His life. He prayed at His baptism—"a great 
initial act of consecration.” He prayed all night be- 
fore He chose His disciples. He prayed in the great 
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congregation of the Temple, and in solitude. And on 
the cross, He died with a prayer, undoubtedly 
learned at His mother’s knee, “Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.” 


In a home where faith in God is a valued pos- 
session, a special day is naturally set apart for reli- 
gious worship. When Jesus was young He was taken 
to worship God in the synagogue. And the habit 
formed in childhood continued in manhood. Mary 
and Joseph not only assumed their religious responsi- 
bilities for the child which was subject to them; but 
also they set the example. These things came first 
with them. With us they come last, and often not 
at all. 


Compare the modern home with the one at 
Nazareth. No, compare your own home! Is faith in 
God its most valued possession? Do you read the 
Bible to your children; do you read it yourself; do 
you teach them to say their prayers; do you ever 
pray? Do you set a pattern of church-going for your 
children by your own faithful attendance? 


One realizes the obstacles in the way, and the 
practical difficulties, but God’s word as recorded in 
Deuteronomy keeps coming to us. “Thou shalt teach 
these things I have given you, diligently to thy chil- 
dren. Thou shalt bring them up in the nurture and 


admonition of the Lord.” Remember, that is not just 
good advice; it is the law of God. Disobedience to 
God’s laws ultimately results in disaster in this realm 
as in all the realms of life. Parents take great pains— 
and rightly—to provide for the educational, physical 
and material needs of their sons and daughters. But 
they are apt to forget that when their children reach 
adulthood they need a sound, religious faith to live by. 


The most valued possession in any life is faith in 
God. It is this which guides us in time of moral deci- 
sion. It is faith which undergirds a happy marriage. 
It is faith that enables us to deal with sorrow and 
joy; with prejudice and false ambition; with failure 
and success; and with the vast array of experiences 
that confront us. 


If faith is not supplied through the home, the 
children will be influenced by ideas and attitudes 
amply supplied by moving pictures, television, cheap 
literature and the street corner gang, or — by 
Christianity’s foremost and deadly ideological enemy! 


Let parents remember as they seek for assistance 
in fulfilling their religious responsibilities, that shar- 
ing in the life of the church is an essential creative aid 
in the development of the child’s religious faith—of 
the family’s religious faith. 


At its best the church is the larger family of the 
families of Christ. It is here to witness to, and to 
mediate the love and knowledge of God as revealed 
in Jesus Christ. But the home has the greater oppor- 
tunity to be the most immediate interpreter of what 
love is; and what Christian redemption can mean. 


In the home today as in the home at Nazareth, 
the spiritual and moral development of the child 
rests largely with the mother. This is natural since 
normally the mother is with the child most of the 
day. Fortunate is the child who learns early that his 
mother depends on, and responds to, some greater 
power than herself. Here lies the secret of the true 
sanctity of motherhood. 


Whether a mother realizes it or not, she is show- 
ing forth in her daily life, the power on which she 
depends. By prayer in the presence of her child; by 
the quiet demonstration of trust in a loving God as 
present in life, utterly patient and endlessly forgiving, 
the mother builds an enduring relationship between 


her child, her God, and herself. 


We have asked one whose singular distinction 
it is to have the word “mother” as part of her very 
title, to unveil the Motherhood Window. Such a 
title in the country whence Her Majesty comes, is a 


symbol of the high esteem and deep affection in 
which our honored visitor is held. 


It is not what the official style and title decrees, 


but rather what her people call her, “the Queen 
Mother.” 


We are greatly pleased that Her Majesty has 
graciously consented to participate in the dedication 
of the memorial which vividly portrays the contribu- 
tion of five devoted mothers: two who have influ- 
enced the course of our nation’s history, the mother 
of Washington, and the mother of Lincoln; two who 
have affected the life of the Judaic-Christian heritage, 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Helena, the 
mother of Constantine; and one whose holy life re- 
presents the summation of all motherhood; whose 
title is 

Higher than the Cherubim, 
More glorious than the Seraphim, 
The Bearer of the Eternal Word. 


